ALLENBY IX EGYPT
did nothing either to make the facts known or to check
the  violent  demonstrations   of  the  mob,   in  spite  of
repeated protests from the Residency  (Allenby himself
was at home on leave).   In London an Egyptian Note
misrepresenting  the  facts   and   delivered  with   studied
discourtesy drew a stern rebuke from the British Govern-
ment.   Zaghlul, in Paris, declared that negotiations with
the British Government wrere now impossible,, though he
agreed   to   personal   conversations   with   Mr.   Ramsay
MacDonald with a view to removing misunderstanding.
The conversations, which began in London on Sep-
tember 25, wrere a complete failure.   Zaghlul had appa-
rently expected private talks with the Prime Minister
alone.    When he found himself confronted also with a
number  of  Foreign  Office   advisers,  as   if  for  formal
conversations, he adopted a rigid unconciliatory attitude.
The first meeting has been aptly described by Lord Lloyd
as "a certain amount of ineffective recrimination upon
the minor incidents of recent history'5, and officially by
the   Foreign   Office   as   "discussions   of   a   preliminary
nature".1   At the second meeting Zaghlul put forward a
series of demands for the entire removal of British troops,
British officials, and British influence from Egypt, and
for the abandonment by Great Britain of any claims to
defend the Suez Canal or protect minorities in Egypt.
He developed this theme in greater detail at the third and
last meeting.   Somewhat naturally the conversations led
to no result.   They had shown that a Labour Govern-
ment was as firm as a Conservative one on British essen-
tial interests in Egypt and the Sudan.
Zaghlul was undoubtedly disappointed and felt
aggrieved with Ramsay MacDonald, who had shown a
very different attitude towards Egyptian claims when
he had visited Egypt as a private individual. Zaghlul
had hoped for confidential talks with a sympathetic
1 Egyft since Cramer-, by Lord Lloyd, Vol. II, p. 92.
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